


MINUTES OF SLOLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held 14th December 2023
Held at Sloley Methodist Church, Frankfort, Sloley NR12 8HG starting at 7pm 

Prior to commencement of the meeting, the three district councillors appointed by North Norfolk District Council signed their Declarations of Office.

1. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED: Nigel Dixon appointed as Chairman

2. APPOINTMENT OF LOCUM CLERK
RESOLVED: Aileen Beck appointed as the locum clerk for Sloley Parish Council.

3. ATTENDANCE
Councillors present: Cllrs Nigel Dixon, Gerard Mancini-Boyle and Saul Penfold.
Locum Clerk: Aileen Beck
Members of the public: 6

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
None

5. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting held on 27th April 2023 and subsequently signed electronically at that meeting were accepted.

6. COOPTION
Cllr Dixon explained that Sloley Parish Council has 7 seats, and with 3 of them filled by District Councillors there is currently 4 vacancies which could be filled by co-option.
RESOLVED: Clerk to send co-option forms to prospective councillors to determine their eligibility to stand to council and their reasons for doing so. If completed in time, such applications could be considered at the next meeting.

7. PUBLIC FORUM
Cllr Mancini-Boyle explained that there were various grants available to the parish council. A suggestion was made by a member of the public that a defibrillator would be useful in the village. She will carry out research with a view to it being placed in the phone box. Clerk to discuss application under the North Norfolk Sustainable Communities fund at the next meeting.
Highways problems – including the flooding – should be reported direct to Norfolk County Council via their link https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/roads/report-a-problem 

8. PLANNING
Recent planning decisions and applications for Sloley discussed (PF/23/1030, RV/23/1005, PF/23/1939 and APP/Y2620/D/23/3330703).
Future planning applications will be considered at the next scheduled parish council meeting and an extension requested by the clerk if required.

9. FINANCIAL & ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
a. It was noted that both instalments of the precept had been received from North Norfolk District Council, the first payment of £2,011 received on 28th April 2023 and the second amount of £2.011 being received on 25th September 2023.
b. The following payments were authorised:
	
	
	Net £
	VAT £
	Gross £

	Payments due:
	
	
	
	

	Zurich Insurance
	Premium due to 23/11/2024
	
	
	257.60

	Norfolk Association of Local Councils
	Annual Subscription fee 23/24
	
	
	118.23

	North Norfolk District Council
	Emptying of dog and litter bins
	256.10
	51.22
	307.22

	North Norfolk District Council
	Elections invoice
	
	
	28.72

	Salaries
	Handover
	
	
	48.00


c. The bank reconciliation prepared was accepted: Council has a credit balance of £8,493 as at 6th December 2023. 
d. RESOLVED: Council is very grateful to the former clerk for her help and assistance with the bank account and handover – the locum Clerk should be added to the account with Unity Bank with authority to make payments following Council meetings. In due course the new Councillors, as and when co-opted, will decide which of them will be signatories. ACTION: Clerk.
e. It was noted the Notification of Exempt status for the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2022/23 was accepted by PKF Littlejohn LLP on 10th June 2023.
f. The next council meeting arranged for 18th January 2024 at 7pm.
g. Since administration powers over the existing website have ended, due to it being a free Wix site, it was RESOLVED to instruct Norfolk Association of Local Clerks to set up a new website for council at a cost of £70 plus VAT, pro rate to the end of March 2024. ACTION: Clerk.
h. The Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, GDPR policy and Privacy Notice available to view on the website were noted. In due course they will be reviewed, and a Publication Scheme implemented too. 

10. BUDGET & PRECEPT
a. RESOLVED: Council agreed the clerk’s budget proposal based upon last year’s figures amounting to £4,025.
b. RESOLVED: Council agreed to keep the precept figure request at £4,022 (the same as for 2023/24) with the small budget deficit of £3 to be met from reserves.	

11. VILLAGE ISSUES
a. Cllr Dixon had been contacted regarding potential common land near the Albert Barlett factory: this is not considered to be owned by council but could be land managed by the Poors Charity. ACTION: Clerk to contact the Chair for the Poors Charity.
b. A resident had raised a query regarding the footpath in Old Yard’s meadow. Remedial work carried out by the farmer and further work required. Matter should be reported to Highways, as footpaths fall under their jurisdiction.
c. Highways matters: none.
d. Issues raised by members of the public as a matter of concern: none.

12. ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE NEXT AGENDA
Dog bins/bags
Next Meeting: 	18th January 2024
Deadline for requests for inclusion on the next agenda to reach the clerk: 9th January 2024.
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