MINUTES OF SLOLEY ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
held Thursday 27th June 2024 at 7pm at Sloley Methodist Church, Frankfort, NR12 8HG

1. ATTENDANCE
Present: Caroline Churchill, Leigh Rumsby, Robert Sadler (Chairman) and Anthony Smith.
Apologies: Saul Penfold and Gerard Mancini-Boyle
District and County Councillor: Nigel Dixon
Clerk: Aileen Beck      Members of the Public: 6

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
Cllrs Churchill and Smith – planning matter item 6b

3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting held on 23rd May 2024 were agreed and signed by the chair of the meeting as a true record.

4. PUBLIC FORUM
Speed of bicycles through the village continue to cause a problem on Sundays, especially with dog walkers, as there is a trend of cycling two abreast along the lanes.

Cllr Dixon was asked about implementing a 20mph speed: the North Norfolk District Council Traffic Speed Management policy sets out the approach that is required for restricted speed zones. Council to look at the policy, identify the problem areas, and speak again with a view to having a meeting with the Highways Engineer. Problem exacerbated by the narrow lanes, speed of traffic and no footpath. Speed Awareness Monitoring signs also discussed: perhaps a possibility of sharing/borrowing one from a neighbouring village to collect data on volume of traffic, figures of vehicles travelling over the limit, highest speed etc.  

Cllr Dixon commented that it was a great achievement to see that a year on from May 2023 there was a parish council in place with members of the public attending meetings.

Highways, as discussed at length during last month’s annual parish meeting – Cllr Dixon gave updates about flooding at Tunstead Road and the railway bridge. Highways have a few challenges ensuring all roads are passable during adverse weather conditions; that road being particularly challenging. Soakaways are place under that bridge, effectiveness is dependent upon the current water table height, and silt/debris/run-off from fields and railway blocking the drain. Due to the numbers of similar problems across the county, funds are limited. Highways should place A frame signs when they are made aware that the road has become flooded, but unlikely to consider submersible pumps to mitigate the flood, despite being the deepest in the area. There is knowledge of at least one car written off last winter due to that flooding. RESOLVED: Council to contact Highways to inform them of the issues, as their own risk register includes loss of vehicles due to flooding and that is an area of concern for Sloley and reported each monthly.

The roads are so established that they were originally designed as cart tracks, so traffic using the roads are now very different to those that used them initially. Stock feed routes were identified during planning stages for Albert Bartlett, but the arrangements ended many years ago, so traffic now comes through Sloley, as do the Digester units causing the road to crumble, grips to fill and affect drainage. Sloley, Smallburgh, Tunstead all suffering similar problems but there are no restrictions to use of the roads and Highways powers and resources are somewhat limited.

No road sign for Church Road (to be reported to Environmental Services at North Norfolk District Council for a sign at each end) nor Sloley Road. The many potholes along Church Road affect the parishioners visiting the church, and causes problems with vehicles. 

Cllr Smith has spoken to local farmers regarding concerns about the state of the roads and a requested that the roads be cleaned up to mitigate excessive mud and debris, acknowledging that the contractor is immediately responsible rather than perhaps the landowner. There is hope that a working relationship can be culminated.

The complaint about the tree in Broad Row has been resolved – no further action required. 

Clerk to look into whether the gritting of Sloley Road, off from the North Walsham Road to the Albert Bartlett factory would be possible.

5. COUNCILLOR VACANCY
Following Cllr Dixon’s resignation as a parish councillor for Sloley, the notice of casual vacancy has been issued by North Norfolk District Council and is due to expire on 17th July. If no election is called, co-option can be discussed at the next scheduled meeting on 25th July 2024.

6. PLANNING
a. North Norfolk District Council’s decision to approve PF/24/0669 single storey rear extension to dwelling at 5 Burley Road, Sloley, Norwich, NR12 8HH was noted.
b. Council noted North Norfolk District Council’s decision to refuse application PF/24/0726 conversion of barn to 2no dwellings (retrospective) at Harrow Barn, Sloley Road, Sloley, Norwich NR12 8HA – refusal appears to have based upon the conservation officer’s comments about the windows; no mention of positive comments made by statutory consultees and members of the public.
c. No applications received after publication of this agenda.

7. VILLAGE AND HIGHWAY ISSUES
a. To receive an update on the application made to the National Lottery Community Fund for a grant towards purchase of a defibrillator – the application was unsuccessful due to too many calls on funds, so Cllr Smith will continue to look for funding. Clerk has enquired about the £500 donation that is purported to have been donated to the council; the previous clerk has no knowledge of this donation so additional information is required.
Cllr Sadler looking at replacing the light in the phone box as it does not work – the outside has been tidied up and so now looking at tidying up inside.
b. Grass cutting requirements at the church: Cllr Sadler welcomed Heather McEwen to the meeting, involved in the upkeep of Sloley church. She reiterated that the graves responsibility of the family/owners and that the Parochial Church Council has responsibility for looking after the churchyard. The offertory from Sunday service at Sloley is paid to the benefice as it pays for all outgoings for the church. The last equipment belonged to the former maintenance person, so there is no equipment owned by the church. Quotes have been received in the region of £400 to £2,000. A discussion was held to arrange a working group of volunteers to clear the churchyard. Sloley Estates have historically granted permission to use the carpark; the owners details are to be passed onto Heather so that she can discuss mowing as the next service is 7th July. 
c. No other concerns that have been made known to council and no updates from previous meetings.
d. It was noted that a potential cluster meeting with local parishes is due to be arranged.

8. FINANCIAL & ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
a. The clerk is still unable to access the account with Unity so is unable to complete the Annual Governance and Accountability Return. She is working with the former clerk to gain access to the account and, most importantly, bank statements to the end of March 2024. An extension has been requested and granted from the external auditor, PKF Littlejohn. 
b. Training requirements: council agreed to share training with neighbouring parishes – awaiting dates.

9. ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE NEXT AGENDA
Next Meeting: 	25th July 2024, no meeting in August, following meeting 26th September 2024 then bi-monthly.                

Meeting closed at 8.27pm
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