MINUTES OF SLOLEY ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
held Thursday 23rd May 2024 at 8.20pm at Sloley Methodist Church, Frankfort, NR12 8HG
This meeting followed the Annual Parish Meeting for Sloley which started at 7pm

1. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN AND VICECHAIRMAN
Nigel Dixon announced his intention to step down tonight, with immediate effect, as chairman and councillor. Clerk to report vacancy to North Norfolk District Council.
Robert Sadler appointed unanimously as Chairman.
Leigh Rumsby appointed unanimously as Vice-Chairman.
Both signed declaration of office witnessed by the Clerk.

2. ATTENDANCE
Present: Nigel Dixon (Chair to open meeting/District & County Cllr), Gerard Mancini-Boyle, Caroline Churchill, Leigh Rumsby, Robert Sadler (Chair from item 1) and Anthony Smith.
Apologies: Saul Penfold
Clerk: Aileen Beck      Members of the Public: 8+1 child

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
None

4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  
The minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting held on 25th April 2024 were agreed and signed by the chair of the meeting as a true record.

5. PUBLIC FORUM
It is thought that £500 was donated to the council towards purchase of a defibrillator – Clerk to obtain historic accounts to check receipt and contact the person concerned via the chairman.
Thanks were given to Clive Rumsby for his work last week painting the phone box.
Problem reported about cyclists travelling at speed and a near collision with a parked car. Sunny Sundays seem to see cyclists using the roads in and around Sloley.
Thoughts about a potential 20mph limit for Sloley were raised – Cllr Dixon referred to a Speed Management Policy document which sets out criteria for changing speed limits. Such zones are meant to be self-enforcing, so it should be readily apparent that there are hazards meaning speed should be reduced.

6. PLANNING
a. North Norfolk District Council’s decision to approve NMA/24/0659 was noted - non-material amendment of planning permission RV/23/1005 (Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) of planning permission PF/17/0068 (Conversion of agricultural building to a dwellinghouse and change of use of agricultural land to residential curtilage) to allow changes: (1) Flint panels beneath windows on north elevation, (2) Cladding beneath window on west elevation, (3) New window in north elevation, and (4) Rooflight removed from first floor bathroom for Barn At Frankfort Farm, Broad Road, Worstead, North Walsham NR28 9RU.
b. No applications received after publication of this agenda.

7. SLOLEY CHARITIES
RESOLVED: Matt Stringer, Gilly Stringer and Leigh Rumsby to remain as trustees with Council appointing the fourth trustee, pending due diligence, Phil Madeley to the Sloley Charities (registered charity number 210157) as per the amended governing document dated 22nd January 2020.
A comment was made by a member of the public that perhaps appointment of a fifth trustee may be considered in the future.

8. VILLAGE AND HIGHWAY ISSUES
Various concerns were discussed including:
a. Albert Barlett: Clerk has spoken to Allan Stirling, Business Unit Director – Westwick who has been liaising with a number of Sloley residents who have raised concerns with him. 
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As he is now aware of the issues he has been able to solve a number of them to the satisfaction of the residents concerned and would welcome a good relationship with the parish council and any queries or concerns to be passed onto him. Switchboard number is 01692 400200.
b. Grit bins – none in Sloley according to Norfolk County Council audit.
c. Hedge cutting is being carried out around Sloley.
d. Policy review as per Standing Orders to be carried out throughout the year.

9. FINANCIAL & ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
a. Finance update: In view of the fact that problems are being encountered with Unity due to non-receipt of minutes, Clerk to contact the external auditor PKF Littlejohn to ask for an extension in case council cannot submit the signed Annual Governance and Accountability form 2 before the deadline of 1st July 2024 due to not having a end of year bank account balances. Sloley PC is eligible for an exemption from external audit, as its income and expenditure is below £25,000 but is still required to complete the appropriate form 2, carry out an internal audit (being arranged through the clerk) and announce its exemption status to PKF Littlejohn.
b. To agree implementation of a staffing committee: Cllr Churchill to take the lead, other councillors to be appointed as required depending upon the situation.

10. ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE NEXT AGENDA
Next Meetings: 	27th June 2024     
	Items for inclusion in the agenda: Vacancy; training for the chair and councillors

Meeting closed 8.55pm
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