


MINUTES OF SLOLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held 18th January 2024
Held at Sloley Methodist Church, Frankfort, Sloley NR12 8HG starting at 7pm 

1. ATTENDANCE
Councillors present: Cllrs Nigel Dixon, Gerard Mancini-Boyle and Saul Penfold.
Locum Clerk: Aileen Beck
Members of the public: 5

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
None

3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting held on 14th December 2023 were agreed and signed by the chair as a true record. 

4. COOPTION
Council noted that 4 applications had been received for the 4 councillor vacancies.
RESOLVED: to co-opt Caroline Churchill, Leigh Rumsby, Robert Sadler and Anthony Smith as councillors for Sloley Parish Council. Council now has its full complement of 7 councillors.
Declarations of Acceptance of Office signed in the presence of the clerk.
All 4 took participated in the rest of the meeting as councillors.

5. PUBLIC FORUM
No reports – matters included elsewhere in the minutes.

6. PLANNING
None.

7. DEBFIBRILLATOR
Cllr Rumsby and the clerk both carried out some research into the possibility of having a defibrillator in Sloley. There are different schemes available, with differing costs and support packages. There was a query about ownership of the phone box – it is included on the asset register as belonging to the parish council.
The North Norfolk District Council funding scheme discussed last month has now closed, so alternative sources of funding may be required.
RESOLVED: agreement in principle to go ahead with purchase of a defibrillator for Sloley, to be discussed in more detail and costs agreed as and when information available.

8. FINANCIAL & ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
a. Problems are being encountered updating council’s banking facilities and paying outstanding invoices: Clerk working with the former clerk to resolve problems, or look into alternative options.
RESOLVED: All 4 new councillors to be added onto the account as signatories.
b. RESOLVED: Next meetings agreed as 29th February 2024, 28th March 2024 and 25th April 2024, all starting at 7pm at the Methodist Church.
c. It was noted that the Norfolk Association of Local Councils will build a new website for Sloley PC.
d. RESOLVED: Clerk to arrange suitable training through the Norfolk Association of Local Councils for the new councillors.
e. Clerk briefly outlined the end of year audit requirements and the need to consider appointing an internal auditor: to be discussed further next meeting.
f. It was noted that the precept request of £4,022 was acknowledged by North Norfolk District Council on 21st December 2023.

9. VILLAGE ISSUES
a. Concerns about hedges have been raised by a parishioner – Clerk to pass details onto Cllr Sadler so that he can identify the problems. Next meeting council can consider whether to write to the landowner.
A village walk for June was mooted: date to be arranged nearer the time.
Clerk to check Highways for a map of the footpaths in Sloley.
b. A resident has raised concerns about transportation of slurry through Sloley, as some contractors seem to believe that is the shortest route, despite being through narrow country roads. Concerns were raised about the weight of the trucks, destruction of the verges and adding to mud on the road. Clerk to check whether there are any conditions in the planning approval in an attempt to resolve the problem informally.
c. Gritting in Sloley was queried – Clerk to find gritting schedule on line and circulate.
Purchase of a grit bin – Norfolk County Council need to consent first, before being purchased by the parish council.
d. Concerns to look into before reporting to Highways engineer: overhanging trees causing a potential obstruction and mud from lorries blocking drains.

10. ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE NEXT AGENDA
Next Meeting: 	29th February 2024
Deadline for requests for inclusion on the next agenda to reach the clerk: 19th February 2024

The Council RESOLVED that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 that the public and press be excluded during consideration of the following items due to their confidential nature:

11. EMPLOYMENT MATTERS
Locum clerk to be offered a permanent contract, at revised hourly rate as of 1st February 2024.

Meeting closed 8.40pm
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